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                                                    PERMIT 

 

     ROAD CONSTRUCTION PERMIT RP 15001 

 

The staff of the Maine Forest Service, after reviewing the application and supporting documents submitted by 

SAPPI Fine Paper for the landowner: Brookfield White Pine Hydro, LLC for Road Construction Permit RP 

15001, finds the following facts: 

 

 1.   Applicant:    SAPPI Fine Paper, North America 

                                               Attn: Joseph Stevenson 

                                               165 North Avenue, Suite #1 

                                               Skowhegan, Maine 04976 

 

 

2.   Date of Completed Application:  July 13, 2015 

 

3.   Location of Proposal:  Dead River Township, T3R3 BKP WKR, Somerset County 

                                                                Unnamed Island  

 

4.   Zoning:   (P-GP) Great Pond Protection Subdistrict 

                                           (P-AL) Accessible Lake Protection Subdistrict 

                                           (P-WL1) Wetland Protection Subdistrict   

                                                                                                  

                     5.   Waterbody:  Flagstaff Lake  

  

                     6.   Approximate Time Period of Operation: August 01, 2015 to November 01, 2016 

 

 

Proposal: 

 

7.  The applicant proposes to reconstruct a 22-foot wide at the base logging road with a 12-foot   

     wide gravel surface to access a timber harvest area on an unnamed island in Flagstaff Lake.  

     The project will consist of 600 feet of road reconstruction in the P-AL / P-GP / P-WL1  

     Protection Subdistricts. (See Exhibit 1) 

 

8.  The proposed road project specifications are attached to application RP 15001. 
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Review Comments:  
 

                   9.  State Soil Scientist: If the need for building the road up is due to subsidence of the existing  

                        road, the proposed technique may suffer the same fate over time. The original soil is probably  

                        organic with no bearing strength.  The existing road base material easily sinks into it when    

                        saturated and trucks drive over it. To effect a more permanent fix, it would be wise to excavate  

                        down to the original soil and place a filter fabric on top and then rock followed by another layer  

                        of filter fabric. This I realize is a more expensive technique but would last. The applicant  

                        should consider placing a layer of road fabric on the old road surface prior to placing new fill  

                        to prevent the new material from sinking into the old road when the old road is saturated. 

 

                10.   MDIFW Fisheries, Region E: As long as construction is completed when Flagstaff Lake  

                        elevations are below that of the lowest elevation of planned work on the causeway and adequate  

                        erosion and sedimentation controls are installed and maintained during construction, the project  

                        will not negatively impact fisheries in the lake. 

 

                 11.   MDIFW Regional Biologist, Region E: Flagstaff Lake has nesting bald eagles and there are two  

                         nests near this proposed project.  The nest survey data is dated and nest locations can change or  

                         new ones added.  However if the project timeline remains August 1 to November 1, then  

                         there would be no impact to any new and potentially unknown nests on the project site, as long  

                         as any nest tree was not impacted. Any eaglets hatched in 2015 would already be off the nest so  

                         there are no timing concerns as proposed.  Should the project be delayed until spring/early  

                         summer 2016, we would want a consultation with the applicant to be sure there are no new nests  

                         nearby. 

 
 

 

Findings 

 

                12.   The original road was constructed in the 1960s with a permit from the U.S. Army Corps of   

                         Engineers. Since that time the road bed has eroded down as a result of the fluctuation of the lake  

                         water levels, ice and wind action and poor or lack of proper maintenance.       

 

                13.   The road reconstruction project would be conducted completely on top of the existing road bed  

                        with no disturbance to the existing road bed, lake bed or wetlands.  

 

                14.   The project will only be conducted at times when the site is completely de-watered or when  

                         lake levels are very low. 

 

                15.   During construction the applicant will utilize hay bales and silt fence to act as sedimentation  

                        controls as needed 

 

                16.   The road will be reconstructed using a sandwich type design which will permit the natural  

                        movement of water from one side to the opposite side without creating a dam effect.  

 

                 

 

 



 

 

                  17.  The road reconstruction project will be conducted in conformance with the standards for  

                         Chapter 27, Section 5, Land Management Roads and Water Crossings of the Maine Forest  

                         Service Rules for Timber Harvesting and Timber Harvesting Related Activities within  

                         Unorganized and Deorganized Areas of the State. 

 

                  18.  The above findings are based on the representations contained in the Road Project Permit            

                         Application RP 15001 and supporting documents which are attached.                         

 

 

Based upon the above proposal, the MFS concludes that if carried out in compliance with the conditions 

below, the proposal will meet the Criteria for Approval, 12 M.R.S. § 685-A(1) of the Commission's 

Statutes, and  Maine Forest Service Rules, Chapter 27. 

 

Therefore, the MFS staff approves the application of SAPPI Fine Paper, North America with the  

following conditions:   

 

1. All road construction activities will be done according to the standards in Chapter 27 Standards        

for Timber Harvesting and Timber Harvesting Related Activities within Unorganized and 

Deorganized Areas of the State Section 5 (F) (3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10) as applicable.  

 

2. All road construction activities will utilize Best Management Practices to minimize soil 

movement and erosion and prevent sedimentation of water bodies.  

 
3. Road construction authorized in this permit can commence on the effective date of this permit 

and should be completed within the time outlined in Section 6 above. If such activities are not 

started and completed within this time period, this permit lapses and no activities may then 

occur unless and until a new permit or extension to the existing permit has been granted by the 

MFS. 

 
4. All road construction operations shall be stopped where the continuation of such operations 

will cause or contribute to the occurrence of erosion or the sedimentation of surface waters, 

whether such occurrence is precipitated by exceptionally wet weather, the failure of water 

control measures, or other factors. Adequate steps must be taken immediately to stop any 

erosion or sedimentation of surface waters and to correct the situation that led to such 

occurrences. 

 
5. The Standards for Timber Harvesting and Timber Harvesting Related Activities within              

Unorganized and Deorganized Areas of the State, Chapter 27, MFS Rules is attached.  

 
           

 c  

    This permit is approved only upon the above stated conditions and remains valid only if the permittee    

    complies with all of these conditions. In addition, any person aggrieved by this decision of the staff may,     

    within 30 days, request that the Maine Forest Service review the decision. 

 

 

   

 

 

   



 

 

   If no person requests that the Maine Forest Service review the decision of staff within 30 days of the date of                    

   this staff decision, this permit becomes final agency action subject to review of the Maine Administrative  

   Procedure Act. Pursuant to 5 M.R.S. §§ 11001 et seq., a person aggrieved by an MFS permit decision may  

   appeal the MFS’s final action to Superior Court.  As part of such an appeal, a person aggrieved may seek  

   judicial review of the components of MFS’s final action and permitting decision.  

 

D        

                     

                       DONE AND DATED AT OLD TOWN, MAINE, THIS 7th DAY OF AUGUST, 2015. 

 

 

                                                                                              
 

 

                                                                                                   James P. Ecker 

                                                                                                   Regional Enforcement Coordinator 

                                                                                                   Maine Forest Service 

                                                                                                   Box 415 

                                                                                                   Old Town, Maine 04468 

                                                                                                   LPF 0612 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 


